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THE COMPUTER
MISUSE ACT 1990...

Unauthorised access to computer material

Unauthorised access with intent to commit or 

facilitate commission of further offences

Unauthorised access with intent to impair, or with 

recklessness as to impairing, operation of computer

UNAUTHORISED ACTS CAUSING, OR CREATING RISK OF, SERIOUS 

DAMAGE

Making, supplying or obtaining articles for use in 

another computer misuse act offence

FOR EXAMPLE

you shoulder surf as your friend enters 
their username and password, you remem-
ber their login details, login to their 
account and read all their messages. 

Your friend leaves his tablet on the 
couch. Without his permission you 
access his amazon account and order 
a new computer console.

you’re playing an online game, but 
your friend is scoring higher than you. 
you use a ‘booter’ to knock  them 
off-line and thereby win the game.

you hack into a police network. This 
results in delays to emergency calls. 
even though it was not your intention, 
you were reckless in your actions.

You download software so you can 
bypass login credentials and hack 
into your friends laptop, but you’ve 
not even had a chance to use it yet. 

A CRIMINAL RECORD COULD AFFECT EDUCATION AND FUTURE CAREER 
PROSPECTS. GET TO KNOW THE LEGAL BOUNDARIES WHILST ONLINE...


