
14th July 2020 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request - Reference No: 20201418 
 
REQUEST 
 
The data I require is 1 year’s worth of data, covering the period from 01/06/19 to 
31/05/20, for all recorded incidents of violence perpetrated by children aged 13-19 
years towards their parents/step-parents, across the whole of your force.  
 
The offences include all violence against the person offences and criminal damage. 
      
The specific data includes the following (in an anonymous format):  
Overall count for the one year period  
Breakdown of count by calendar month  
Breakdown by offence type  
Breakdown by gender of victims and perpetrators  
Relationship (i.e. son-mother/step-mother,  son-father/step-father,  daughter-
mother/step-mother,  daughter-father/step-father)  
Breakdown of age for victims and perpetrators     
 
CLARIFICATION 
 
South Yorkshire Police has received a number of similar requests to yours in the past. 
 
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-
under-the-freedom-of-information-act/adolescent-to-parent-violence-ref-20201151/ 
 
FROM THE REQUESTER 
 
I've seen the data you linked, and while it is similar to what I'm requesting, it's for the 
period 2016-2018, whereas I need the data for 2019-2020 — to be more exact, for the 
period from 01/06/19 to 31/05/20.  
 
When I search your log for APV, the only data set that comes up is the 2016 - 2018 one 
that you've linked, so I'm confident that the data that has already been published does 
not satisfy my request. 
 
 
RESPONSE 
 
As advised on the link (20201151) above in regards to Connect Data: 
 
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires South Yorkshire Police, when 
refusing to provide such information (because the information is exempt), to provide you the 
applicant with a notice which:    
 
a. states that fact,  
b. specifies the exemption in question and  
c. states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 
 
 
The following exemption applies to the disclosure of the information: 
 

https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-under-the-freedom-of-information-act/adolescent-to-parent-violence-ref-20201151/
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-under-the-freedom-of-information-act/adolescent-to-parent-violence-ref-20201151/


Section 12 – Exemption where cost of compliance exceeds appropriate limit  
 
To respond to your question we would need to retrieve and extract from our CONNECT 
system which records crimes from Dec 2017 to date.   
 
To retrieve the data your require our Crime Administrator advised it would require a manual 
view of each record to check parent/child entries are in the correct free text fields. The 
following explanation was provided by her:- 
 
The BI query is looking for offences where the suspect relationship to the victim is the Son, 
Daughter or Son/step-son/half-son/adopted son/daughter/step-daughter/half-
daughter/adopted however when reviewing the victim to suspect relationship status it 
appears that some relationships have maybe been assigned incorrectly.  
 
Also some offences have been recorded with more than one victim. Of the count of victims, 
a number of offences are recorded with what appears to be an incorrect relationship status, 
and some have a victim relationship of Not Recorded. Therefore, these offences would 
require record level review.  
 
To review, investigate and amend these offences within the 18 hour time constraint, would 
be unachievable. 
 
In essence, one years worth of offences (approx.1000 in total) would need to be individually 
reviewed at record level to retrieve and extract the data relevant to your request. However, 
reviewing each record may not guarantee complete data accuracy for example if the 
relationships are found to be incorrectly recorded, then this will also affect the count of 
offences.   
 
To review, investigate and amend these offences within the 18 hour time constraint, would 
likely to be unachievable.   
 
For example, if to review approx 1000 records took just 4 minutes (1000 x 4 mins = in 
excess of 60 hours).  This does not take into account contacting the Officers, or other 
Departments to check the data. 
   
 
 
The Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 
2004 provide that the cost limit for non-central government public authorities is £450. This 
must be calculated at the rate of £25 per hour, providing an effective time limit of 18 hours.  
 
Guidance from the Information Commissioner to public authorities is that where one part of a 
request is reasonably estimated to exceed the appropriate limit then the authority is not 
obliged to consider or comply with the remainder of the request up to the point at which the 
appropriate limit has been reached.  Please note point 30 of the below link:- 
 
https://ico.org.uk/media/for-
organisations/documents/1199/costs_of_compliance_exceeds_appropriate_limit.pdf 
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